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Passage 

Eccl. 5:8   If you see in a province the oppression of the poor and the violation of 
justice and righteousness, do not be amazed at the matter, for the high official is 
watched by a higher, and there are yet higher ones over them. 9 But this is gain for 
a land in every way: a king committed to cultivated fields. 

Eccl. 5:10   He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves 
wealth with his income; this also is vanity. 11 When goods increase, they increase 
who eat them, and what advantage has their owner but to see them with his eyes? 
12 Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, whether he eats little or much, but the full stom-
ach of the rich will not let him sleep. 

Eccl. 5:13   There is a grievous evil that I have seen under the sun: riches were kept 
by their owner to his hurt, 14 and those riches were lost in a bad venture. And he is 
father of a son, but he has nothing in his hand. 15 As he came from his mother’s 
womb he shall go again, naked as he came, and shall take nothing for his toil that 
he may carry away in his hand. 16 This also is a grievous evil: just as he came, so 
shall he go, and what gain is there to him who toils for the wind? 17 Moreover, all 
his days he eats in darkness in much vexation and sickness and anger. 

Eccl. 5:18   Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to eat and drink and 
find enjoyment in all the toil with which one toils under the sun the few days of his 
life that God has given him, for this is his lot. 19 Everyone also to whom God has 
given wealth and possessions and power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot and 
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rejoice in his toil—this is the gift of God. 20 For he will not much remember the days 
of his life because God keeps him occupied with joy in his heart. 

Eccl. 6:1   There is an evil that I have seen under the sun, and it lies heavy on 
mankind: 2 a man to whom God gives wealth, possessions, and honor, so that he 
lacks nothing of all that he desires, yet God does not give him power to enjoy 
them, but a stranger enjoys them. This is vanity; it is a grievous evil. 3 If a man fa-
thers a hundred children and lives many years, so that the days of his years are 
many, but his soul is not satisfied with life’s good things, and he also has no burial, I 
say that a stillborn child is better off than he. 4 For it comes in vanity and goes in 
darkness, and in darkness its name is covered. 5 Moreover, it has not seen the sun 
or known anything, yet it finds rest rather than he. 6 Even though he should live a 
thousand years twice over, yet enjoy no good—do not all go to the one place? 

Eccl. 6:7   All the toil of man is for his mouth, yet his appetite is not satisfied. 8 For 
what advantage has the wise man over the fool? And what does the poor man have 
who knows how to conduct himself before the living? 9 Better is the sight of the 
eyes than the wandering of the appetite: this also is vanity and a striving after wind. 

Eccl. 6:10   Whatever has come to be has already been named, and it is known 
what man is, and that he is not able to dispute with one stronger than he. 11 The 
more words, the more vanity, and what is the advantage to man? 12 For who knows 
what is good for man while he lives the few days of his vain life, which he passes 
like a shadow? For who can tell man what will be after him under the sun?  

Transcript 

Money, Money, Money 

Recently, Rachel and I have been watching old Eurovision competitions. We watch 
it without knowing who the winner is and so it’s been fun to guess who wins. But it 
got me thinking that there have been some pretty famous bands, apparently ABBA 
performed at Eurovision with their song, Waterloo. But as I think about ABBA, one 
of the most famous songs is Money, Money, Money.  

I work all night, I work all day, to pay the bills I have to pay 



3

Ain't it sad 

And still there never seems to be a single penny left for me 

That's too bad 

In my dreams I have a plan 

If I got me a wealthy man 

I wouldn't have to work at all, I'd fool around and have a ball 

Money, money, money 

Must be funny 

In the rich man's world 

How much importance do you place on money personally? Today, Solomon looks 
at wealth, he looks at money. As we’ve seen in Ecclesiastes, Solomon is helping us 
look at the world, and he argues that life is meaningless, it’s the Hebrew word, 
Hebel, it’s like a breath, it’s like a mist. It’s here one day and gone the next. 
Solomon has looked at how wisdom is a breath, how possessions is a breath, how 
life is a breath. And here, he looks at money. And what Solomon says to us about 
money, it’s really helpful. I want to look at three things today. Firstly, the love of 
money. Secondly, what to do with money. Thirdly, how to break free from the love 
of money.  

The Love of Money 

Let’s look at what Solomon says about the love of money. Because he shows us 
what happens when we love money. I’m going to name just three things that can 
happen when we love money. 

The first thing that can happen as a result of loving money is that we can hurt oth-
ers.  

If you see in a province the oppression of the poor and the violation of justice and 
righteousness, do not be amazed at the matter, for the high official is watched by a 
higher, and there are yet higher ones over them. (Ecclesiastes 5:8 ESV) 
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It can cause people to steal from others. One of the reasons for the 2008 financial 
crisis was the fact that banks were embracing greed. They began to give loans to 
individuals and families even without a deposit. I’m sure we’ve seen it. You hear of 
stories where the love of money can cause pain. I had a friend who went into busi-
ness with his dad’s friend. It did not end well. My friend was forced out and he was 
left with nothing. I recently heard a statistic, that 90% of lottery winners are worse 
off 10 years after winning than before they had actually won. That’s an incredible 
statistic, that 9 out of 10 people who win money will be worse off. After 10 years, 
more often than not there would be broken families, broken relationships. Now I 
hear that you might still want to prove that statistic wrong and be the 1 out of 10. 
But that’s a frightening statistic. Here is a warning, when we love money, it can 
cause pain and hurt towards other people.  

The second thing that can happen as a result of loving money, we are never satis-
fied. Loving money is dangerous because we will always want more.  

He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with 
his income; this also is vanity. (Ecclesiastes 5:10 ESV) 

I remember when I was a tax accountant, I said to myself, “If only..” Do you ever 
hear yourself say that? “If only?” Well this time, I said, “If only, I got a promotion, I 
would be happy” and then I got a promotion, so I got a raise. But then, what hap-
pened when I got a raise? My expenses increased. I wasn’t saving money. I heard a 
pastor share his experience of preaching. He was doing a sermon series on the 7 
deadly sins. And he thought that in his church, the enthusiasm would be the least 
regarding ‘lust’. But his wife astutely said that people would be the least interested 
in ‘greed,’ on ‘money.’ He didn’t believe his wife until he actually preached on it. 
And one of the observations that the preacher made about money, about wealth is 
that we never think we have enough, we never think we are greedy. My mother 
used to share that there is always someone richer, there’s always someone poorer. 
But what I’ve observed is that we always focus on the person who is richer, rather 
than those who may be poorer than us. Do you feel like you ever have enough? 
Consider this, according to a 2018 study, Australians actually claimed the top place 
in terms of global median wealth. In fact, we were ahead of Switzerland. So it actu-
ally means that we are richer than most of the world. But do we ever say, “I have 
enough?” We always want more and more. Do we ever say, I need less money? 
When we love money, we will never be satisfied. 
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A third thing that occurs when we love money is that the more we love money the 
more it causes us to worry. Solomon observes this,  

Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, whether he eats little or much, but the full stomach 
of the rich will not let him sleep. (Ecclesiastes 5:12 ESV) 

Maybe the rich man is suffering from indigestion, or maybe Solomon is actually be-
ing metaphorical, the point is that with more money, there are more problems, 
there are more worries. We will either worry about losing it (Ecclesiastes 5:13-17) 
or we worry about it to the point that we aren’t able to enjoy it (Ecclesiastes 6:1-6). 
If we love money, we will become anxious, we will become fearful. Does money or 
the lack of money keep you up at night? When we love money, it causes us to wor-
ry.  

Here are just three dangers when we love money, we hurt others, we are never sat-
isfied, it causes us more and more anxiety. We waste our lives trying to chase after 
something that will never satisfy us and potentially cause us more worries and 
headaches. Do you see the dangers of loving money? He tells his disciples that the 
Gentiles, in other words the non-believers, are busy because they’re worried and 
anxious about money (Matthew 6). In fact he says, there’s going to be a competi-
tion, if you love money, you’re not loving God.  

No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or 
he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
money. (Matthew 6:24 ESV) 

There’s a choice that we make each and every day, will we love God or will we love 
money? There’s a choice. And our hearts can easily deceive us. So can I ask, do you 
love money? I’m going to ask you a really challenging question. What’s your atti-
tude to debt? Do you have debt? Credit card debt? Car debt? Personal loan debt? 
Have you borrowed money? Because I was talking to a minister friend of mine, and 
it has occurred to us that debt potentially is a sign that we don’t trust God. It’s a 
sign that we are not content. Because when we take on debt, to buy clothes, to buy 
a new computer, to buy something, it’s really saying to God that we don’t trust in 
his timing to provide. When we take on debt, we’re bringing the money we would 
have earned in the future, and spending it now. That’s what we’re doing with debt. 
And that’s a very dangerous thing. Because it potentially shows that we love money 
more than God.  
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What to Do with Money 

So what are we to do with money? This is the second point. Let’s hear what 
Solomon says because he says something rather interesting. 

Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to eat and drink and find enjoy-
ment in all the toil with which one toils under the sun the few days of his life that 
God has given him, for this is his lot.Everyone also to whom God has given wealth 
and possessions and power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot and rejoice in his 
toil—this is the gift of God.For he will not much remember the days of his life be-
cause God keeps him occupied with joy in his heart. (Ecclesiastes 5:18–20 ESV) 

He tells us to enjoy life, to enjoy what has been given to us. But for Solomon, 
there’s a tinge of darkness, and depression as he writes this. Because there’s still 
death, isn’t there? For Solomon as we’ve seen over the last few weeks, our lives will 
end. And so if we were to only read Ecclesiastes, it’s rather depressing, it’s rather 
dark.  

But the rest of the Scriptures tell us more about what to do with money. The New 
Testament helps us to treat money properly. And I want to point us to three things 
that the New Testament calls us to do with money.  

Firstly, the New Testament commands us to learn contentment.  

I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for 
me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity.Not that I am 
speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be con-
tent.I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every cir-
cumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and 
need.I can do all things through him who strengthens me. (Philippians 4:10–13 ESV) 

Be content with what you have. In other words, don’t love money!  

Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he 
has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you. (Hebrews 13:5 ESV) 

As much as it’s practical, don’t get yourself into debt. Be content. Don’t keep desir-
ing more and more. Maybe for some of us, it’s not buying the “latest” and “great-
est” thing, like the next new car, or the next new mobile phone. For some of us, it’s 
about teaching our children to be content with the toys that they have. To be hap-
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py with what they have. Contentment is an attitude where we think in terms of what 
you need, not what you want.  

Secondly, the New Testament commands us to be generous. For example, Jesus 
says this.  

Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the king-
dom.Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with money-
bags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where 
no thief approaches and no moth destroys.For where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also. (Luke 12:32–34 ESV) 

It’s hard for pastors to talk about money because it sounds like I’m asking you to 
give to this church. But I’m not talking about our church. I’m talking about being 
generous with those who are in need, to those who cannot repay it. I’m talking 
about being generous with others. Yes, I’m talking about your time and your skills, 
but first and foremost, I’m talking about your money. The Scriptures are clear, we 
are to give our money away, to help those who are actually in need so that they 
may be blessed. Give money away so that God’s kingdom can grow on earth. To 
give away our money to show how generous God is to us.  

Thirdly, the New Testament commands us to seek God’s kingdom first.  

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
added to you. (Matthew 6:33 ESV) 

Jesus, over and over, tells us that we are to be rich towards God. Rather than stor-
ing up treasures on earth, we are to lay up treasures for ourselves in heaven. Rather 
than hoarding our money and using it all for ourselves, we’re told that we are to fo-
cus our lives in making God’s kingdom great on earth, through our lives. I’ll give 
you an example, our lives should be focused, instead of getting more and more 
money, our lives should be focused on making more and more disciples. Jesus 
tells us that we are to go out into the world and make disciples of all nations, bap-
tising them in the name of the father, the son and the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey all that Jesus commands us to do. For those of us working, it’s not 
just a place to work, it’s a place to show Christ’s love to your workmates.  

That’s just three things we can do with money. Practice contentment, give it away, 
seek God’s kingdom first. 
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How to Break Free from the Power of Money 

This brings us to our final point. When we hear what Jesus has to say to us about 
money, it’s a pretty high standard that Jesus calls us to. In fact, his disciples balk 
when he tells them that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. Money can have a powerful 
pull on our lives. That is the power of money on our lives! Money has such a central 
part to our lives, that we can struggle with contentment, generosity and living for 
God’s kingdom. How do we break free from the power of money?  

The only way that we can break free from the power of money, the only way we can 
learn to be content, to be generous, to live for the kingdom, is to understand how 
rich God is to you. When you understand that through Christ’s death and resurrec-
tion, you have the kingdom of God, then you will learn to be content with what you 
have today. When you realise that you have been gifted the kingdom of God, you 
will want to be generous with others. When you understand how much Christ was 
willing to give up for you, then you will be willing to be generous with others. You 
will be willing to give up much for others, that they might share in the heavenly 
riches.  

Charles Thomas Studd. He was an English cricketer who played in the original Ash-
es against Australia. But he was best known as a missionary who served in China 
alongside Hudson Taylor with China Inland Mission. He later moved to Africa to 
continue his missionary work. But one of his famous quotes was this,  

“If Jesus Christ be God and died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great for me to 
make for Him.” 

CT Studd lived that, when he was in China, he would be like the Chinese in order 
that he might share Christ with the lost. He is reportedly to have given away all his 
money for the work of the gospel. If Christ was willing sacrifice everything in order 
that you and I might be saved, in order that might be inherit the kingdom then the 
question isn’t why should we be generous, but rather the question should be, why 
aren’t we generous with our money?  

Let’s pray. 


