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Passage 

Eccl. 11:7   Light is sweet, and it is pleasant for the eyes to see the sun. 

Eccl. 11:8   So if a person lives many years, let him rejoice in them all; but let him 
remember that the days of darkness will be many. All that comes is vanity. 

Eccl. 11:9   Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, and let your heart cheer you in the 
days of your youth. Walk in the ways of your heart and the sight of your eyes. But 
know that for all these things God will bring you into judgment. 

Eccl. 11:10   Remove vexation from your heart, and put away pain from your body, 
for youth and the dawn of life are vanity. 

Eccl. 12:1   Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil 
days come and the years draw near of which you will say, “I have no pleasure in 
them”; 2 before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars are darkened 
and the clouds return after the rain, 3 in the day when the keepers of the house 
tremble, and the strong men are bent, and the grinders cease because they are 
few, and those who look through the windows are dimmed, 4 and the doors on the 
street are shut—when the sound of the grinding is low, and one rises up at the 
sound of a bird, and all the daughters of song are brought low— 5 they are afraid 
also of what is high, and terrors are in the way; the almond tree blossoms, the 
grasshopper drags itself along, and desire fails, because man is going to his eter-
nal home, and the mourners go about the streets— 6 before the silver cord is 
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snapped, or the golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher is shattered at the fountain, 
or the wheel broken at the cistern, 7 and the dust returns to the earth as it was, and 
the spirit returns to God who gave it. 8 Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher; all is 
vanity. 

Eccl. 12:9   Besides being wise, the Preacher also taught the people knowledge, 
weighing and studying and arranging many proverbs with great care. 10 The 
Preacher sought to find words of delight, and uprightly he wrote words of truth. 

Eccl. 12:11   The words of the wise are like goads, and like nails firmly fixed are the 
collected sayings; they are given by one Shepherd. 12 My son, beware of anything 
beyond these. Of making many books there is no end, and much study is a weari-
ness of the flesh. 

Eccl. 12:13   The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his 
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. 14 For God will bring every 
deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil.  

Transcript 

Introduction 

So I wanted to ask you this morning, what is it that gives you joy in life? Yes, there’s 
God, but for a moment, I want to talk about the gifts of God? Is it your family? Your 
friends? Your work perhaps?  

For me, it’s Jesus, it’s Rachel, it’s my pets, it’s coffee. And it’s you as well. I wanted to 
ask you that, because today, we conclude our sermon series in Ecclesiastes. I was 
reflecting with Rachel during the week about our time in Ecclesiastes, and I was 
saying to her that it has been a tough book. Maybe you find that to be the case too. 
Why is it hard? It’s hard because Solomon appears so negative. But really, what Ec-
clesiastes is trying to help us do is to understand life under the sun without God. 
Solomon wants us to live our lives with our eyes wide open. And whilst there have 
been negative times, there have also been joyous times that Solomon sees 
glimpses of.  
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But it is a difficult book! It’s a difficult book but it helps us to have a right perspec-
tive on our lives. It’s like if you were to find out that you had cancer. Would you be 
upset that you found out that you had cancer? Yes of course. But at the same time, 
aren’t you glad that you found out that you had cancer so that you could make the 
right decisions, you could choose to eat well, you could do chemotherapy. Reading 
Ecclesiastes is a little bit like that. It’s bitter sweet. On the one hand, Solomon tells 
us the problem of life. Sin and death. There are difficult days that we will go 
through. But on the other hand, aren’t we glad to know what the problems of life 
are so we can respond to it properly? And Solomon helps us to see there are some 
great days that we will go through. That is what we’ve been learning. 

Today, as we end with Ecclesiastes 12, this passage helps to sum up what we’ve 
learnt. It’s like a conclusion to Solomon’s letter. And it helps wrap up things. And I 
hope that we will reflect on it today. There’s three things I want to draw your atten-
tion to. Firstly, the gift of life. Secondly, the end of life. And thirdly, the centre of life. 
Let’s have a look at these in turn. 

The Gift of Life 

Let’s first look at the gift of life. Because as we’ve discovered in the book of Ecclesi-
astes, life isn’t all negative. But rather, we are allowed to enjoy life when we can. We 
need to recognise the gift of life.  

Light is sweet, and it is pleasant for the eyes to see the sun. So if a person lives 
many years, let him rejoice in them all; (Ecclesiastes 11:7-8 ESV) 

And have a look with me.  

Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, and let your heart cheer you in the days of 
your youth. Walk in the ways of your heart and the sight of your eyes. (Ecclesiastes 
11:9 ESV) 

One of the themes of Ecclesiastes, one of the themes that Solomon talks about is 
pleasure. Enjoyment. Maybe going through Ecclesiastes, one of the impressions 
that you’ve gotten as you’ve read through the book is the fact that Solomon is 
telling us that we cannot enjoy what we have in life. He says that life is hebel, life is 
like a mist, it is transient, here one day and gone the next. And if life is here one day 
and gone the next then we can’t enjoy life! But that’s not what he tells us. Yes, life 
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is hebel, it is a mist. But because life is short, enjoy what God gives us. Enjoy all that 
he has given us, yet remember that life is short.  

In fact it’s something we’ve seen with book. Back in chapter 2, Solomon talks about 
enjoy what you eat, what you drink, enjoy your toil because it’s all given by God 
(Ecclesiastes 2:24–25 ESV). Life is a gift that we are to enjoy.  

What did God in Genesis say as he created the world? On day one, he makes light 
and dark. And what does he say? It was good. Day two, the heavens and the wa-
ters. And it was good. Day three. The earth and the trees. And it was good. You can 
see the pattern. Day four, it was good. Day five, it was good. Day six, it was good. It 
was very good.  

The reason why I want to talk about joy is because there are many things that give 
us joy in life. Growing for me, when I became a Christian, I thought it meant that I 
couldn’t enjoy things of this world. But as I looked at the Scriptures, it occurred to 
me that’s not true. It occurred to me that, yes, there are some things that are forbid-
den by the Scriptures. Sex outside marriage, murder, stealing. But it’s not that God 
is a grouch saying to us that we mustn’t enjoy nature, we mustn’t enjoy a nice cup 
of coffee or tea. We can enjoy the world, we can enjoy the good gifts that God has 
given to us!  

So I wanted to ask you again, what is it that gives you joy in life? I’m talking about 
the good gifts that God has given you. It could be small, like the cup of coffee, the 
cup of tea this morning that you made. It could be big, the house that God has giv-
en you. I want to be clear with you, maybe your impression of being a Christian is 
having a frown forever on your face. You think it’s being grumpy. Actually, that’s not 
the case. Especially when you realise that life is a gift given by God!  

How often do we give thanks to God for what we have? I’m not talking about it in a 
obligation sense. Like maybe when you see parents tell their kids say thank you. 
But I’m talking about saying thanks that rises from the heart. Thanks that occurs 
when someone does something gracious, or merciful to you and you’re not expect-
ing it. I’ve told this story before, but when I was in Melbourne, all of a sudden, my 
dad tells me that he and mum wanted to buy me a car. Just out of the blue. And I 
was so blown away by it that all I could do was say thanks from my heart. It wasn’t 
forced. It wasn’t something I felt I had to say. It came from a heart of thankfulness. 
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As we’ve gone through Ecclesiastes, yes there are times which have been depress-
ing. But there have been moments of light, and Solomon has said, enjoy. Enjoy 
what you have because it’s obvious that God has given it to you. In fact, everything 
good we have has been given to us by God! The gift of life. 

The End of Life 

But let’s talk about the second point that Solomon talks about here in Ecclesiastes 
12, and that’s the end of life. When we discussed Ecclesiastes 12 this week in bible 
study, we observed that Solomon is both joyful but also sad. That he both lifts us up 
and slaps us down. Have a look. 

So if a person lives many years, let him rejoice in them all; but let him remember 
that the days of darkness will be many. All that comes is vanity. (Ecclesiastes 
11:8 ESV) 

And later on. 

But know that for all these things God will bring you into judgment. Remove vexa-
tion from your heart, and put away pain from your body, for youth and the dawn of 
life are vanity. (Ecclesiastes 11:9–10 ESV) 

This has been Solomon throughout Ecclesiastes. He feels inconsistent. The gift of 
life but then the end of life. Death! Solomon is complicated. But isn’t life complicat-
ed. How many times do we have a great day, perhaps at work, only to have a terri-
ble news when it comes to family. Our family rejoices, but then we mourn with our 
friends. I have a niece and a nephew. And I have heard this said about children, of 
all children. They can be an angel one moment, and a ratbag the next. But we still 
love them don’t we? Yes, Solomon feels complex as we’ve read through Ecclesi-
astes. But isn’t life complex? And Solomon comes to the reason why it is complex. 
He says it’s because it will end in death. 

Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come 
and the years draw near of which you will say, “I have no pleasure in them”;before 
the sun and the light and the moon and the stars are darkened and the clouds re-
turn after the rain (Ecclesiastes 12:1–2 ESV) 

And it’s complex, it’s complicated because it ends in death. That’s what Solomon 
has been saying to us through the book! That’s what life is life when we really think 
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about it. When we really reflect on life. Life is both joyful and painful. Life is both 
happy and sad. Because it ends in death. We live in a world that is created by God, 
but wrecked by human beings.  

Don’t we know it from experience? What Solomon is saying. Because what 
Solomon says next is he’s talking about our bodies from verse 3. 

in the day when the keepers of the house tremble, and the strong men are bent, 
and the grinders cease because they are few, and those who look through the win-
dows are dimmed, (Ecclesiastes 12:3 ESV) 

When we get close to death, our bodies break down. The strong men, our arms. 
The grinders, our teeth. They stop because they’re few. The windows are dimmed, 
these are our eyes. Solomon continues through to verse 7. Our bodies are break-
ing down. Don’t we know it? And what does Solomon conclude? 

Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher; all is vanity. (Ecclesiastes 12:8 ESV) 

Because life ends. Life is a mist. Life is short. That is what confronts each and every-
one of us. Whether we are young or old, death statistically speaking will affect 
100% of us. We already see the affects of it. We are slower today than we were 10 
years ago, 20 years ago. It is what life under the sun is all about. We will always 
struggle.  

The Centre of Life 

But that brings us to our last point. The centre of life. I want to ask at this point, 
have you noticed that from Ecclesiastes 12:9, the book seems to change tone?  

Besides being wise, the Preacher also taught the people knowledge, weighing and 
studying and arranging many proverbs with great care.The Preacher sought to find 
words of delight, and uprightly he wrote words of truth. (Ecclesiastes 12:9–10 ESV) 

Do you see that? Someone else, other than Solomon is talking. In fact, it’s a man 
talking to his son. It’s like a man has read the whole of Ecclesiastes to his son, and 
then he comes to a conclusion. He’s decided to give his point of view. It’s like if you 
were to read a story book to a child, and then you were to give your opinion at the 
end. Have a look 
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The words of the wise are like goads, and like nails firmly fixed are the collected say-
ings; they are given by one Shepherd.My son, beware of anything beyond these. Of 
making many books there is no end, and much study is a weariness of the flesh. 
(Ecclesiastes 12:11–12 ESV) 

What does this other man conclude? The man says to his son that Solomon studied 
too much. There is no end. This is what the man concludes and tells his son. He tells 
his son what is the centre of life. 

The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, 
for this is the whole duty of man.For God will bring every deed into judgment, with 
every secret thing, whether good or evil. (Ecclesiastes 12:13–14 ESV) 

This is what this man concludes to his son. Fear God and keep his command-
ments. If you don’t put God at the centre of your life, then you’re going to be like 
Solomon. You’re going to find yourself hopeless in this world. If you don’t put God 
at the centre of your life, then you’re going to search for meaning in the world. 
Meaning is only found when you put Jesus at the centre of your life.  

Maybe you remember in school learning about the Solar System. Do you remem-
ber the planets of the Solar system in order? Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, 
Saturn, Uranus, Neptune. And Pluto? Is it a planet? With the sun in the middle. I 
imagine our lives are a bit like that. We have different areas of our lives that repre-
sent the different planets. But what would happen if the sun was taken out of the 
middle of the solar system? The planets would all fly off, there would be disorder 
and chaos. If Jesus Christ is not the sun in the life of your solar system, then all the 
other areas of your life will fly out of control. Maybe instead of Jesus at the centre 
of our lives, we have family, that might sound great, but the rest of our lives will fly 
out of control. We need Jesus at the centre of our lives. That’s what the man tells 
his son. You need to put God at the centre of your life. For you to be passion about 
him?  

Recently, I went to a relative’s house. And I saw on their fridge a piece of paper that 
said this. “What does your thought life, your bucket list, your calendar, your bank 
account, your daily communication show you what you are most passionate 
about?” I hope that we can all confidently say that our lives show that we are pas-
sionate about Jesus.  

Let’s pray.


