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Passage 

Mark 2:13   He went out again beside the sea, and all the crowd was coming to 
him, and he was teaching them. 14 And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Al-
phaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and 
followed him. 

Mark 2:15   And as he reclined at table in his house, many tax collectors and sin-
ners were reclining with Jesus and his disciples, for there were many who followed 
him. 16 And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with 
sinners and tax collectors, said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors 
and sinners?” 17 And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are well 
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the right-
eous, but sinners.” 

Mark 2:18   Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. And people came 
and said to him, “Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, 
but your disciples do not fast?” 19 And Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding 
guests fast while the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the bride-
groom with them, they cannot fast. 20 The days will come when the bridegroom is 
taken away from them, and then they will fast in that day. 21 No one sews a piece 
of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. If he does, the patch tears away from it, the 
new from the old, and a worse tear is made. 22 And no one puts new wine into old 
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wineskins. If he does, the wine will burst the skins—and the wine is destroyed, and 
so are the skins. But new wine is for fresh wineskins.” 

Transcript 

Relationship or Religion? 

At the risk of making her embarrassed, a couple of months ago, June E asked me 
what she should say to someone in a specific scenario. She told me a story of a per-
son that had asked her about Christianity, and the person that they were talking to 
made the comment, “I’m not as religious as you! I couldn’t never believe like you 
did.” June asked me what I would say in such a situation. I must admit I was a little 
caught off guard by her question. It was such a good question. What do you say to 
someone who asks about Christianity? 

What do we think Christianity is all about? Is it all about turning up on Sundays? Is it 
about being dressed nicely every Sunday? Is it about our attendance on Sundays, 
where you sit in a service for an hour and then you go about your week as if noth-
ing happens? Is it about making sure you attend bible study groups, a prayer meet-
ing during the week? Would you say that’s the answer to June’s question? What 
would you say to someone who wants to know about what it means to be a Christ-
ian?  

I once heard a minister friend say that Christianity is actually not a religion. It’s a re-
lationship. And I would have to agree with my minister friend. Being a Christian 
isn’t about the rituals, like standing up and sitting down during services. It’s not 
about how busy you are with attending events. It’s not about burning out for Jesus 
Christ, it’s not about the checklist. Service. Check. Bible Study. Check. Prayer 
Group. Check. Christianity isn’t a religion. It’s a relationship. It’s a relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 

I was recently reading a book about Prayer. It was a book by A.W. Tozer. American 
pastor that lived in the early 1900s. And I found it interesting, he said, “Some 
churches now advertise courses on how to pray. How ridiculous! That is like going 
a course on how to fall in love.” I found that a little amusing. I have to agree with it. 
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Sometimes we talk about Christianity like it’s some sort of course. But it really isn’t. 
Christianity isn’t a religion, it’s a relationship with Jesus.  

Today, I want to talk about that relationship because this passage here that David 
read out to us this morning is really about that relationship with Jesus. I want to 
draw your attention to the fact that he is leader, he is healer and he is the bride-
groom.  

Leader 

Let’s talk about leader, because it’s what he does.  

He went out again beside the sea, and all the crowd was coming to him, and he was 
teaching them.And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the 
tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. (Mark 
2:13–14 ESV) 

This is just two verses but they’re powerful, because it talks about the call of Jesus 
to everyone. It doesn’t matter who you are, Jesus asks us to follow him. The call to 
the world is Jesus says to us to follow him.  

We all follow someone. Maybe it’s someone or something on Facebook, or You-
tube. Our lives are being led by something or someone. And the question is 
whom. Maybe we think that we are the masters of our own lives. But that’s what 
Adam and Eve did too right? It’s what got us into all this trouble.  

But the call of Jesus is a great doctrine. Because without Jesus’ call on our lives, we 
would be hopelessly lost. We would forever be chasing after distractions of the 
world, we would forever be worried about the cares of the world. We look to our 
friends and family who don’t follow Christ and we lose hope. We say to ourselves 
that there is no hope for them. But consider the fact that Levi is a tax collector, and 
that Levi was called into the kingdom of God by Jesus Christ. To become an apos-
tle, that is a work of God.  

To be in a relationship with Jesus is to have him as our Lord, our leader. I know that 
for many of us, we have confessed that Jesus is our saviour. Yes, we have said the 
prayer of salvation at a Billy Graham crusade. We have put our trust in Jesus’ life, 
death and resurrection. But let me ask you, is he your lord? Is he the leader of your 
life? Do you listen to what Jesus says to you in the Scriptures and do you try your 
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best to follow what he says? Do you hear that he says to “Love the lord your God 
with all your heart, soul, mind and strength. And to love your neighbour as your-
self” and then do you say “yes, I will do that.” You might have faith in Jesus as your 
saviour, but to follow Jesus means you also show works. Faith and works together.  

I once was leading a bible study at a church some years back. And I laid down a 
challenge to the bible study group. I said, “If I wrote on a piece of paper two words, 
“No” and “Lord”” and I said to them, “You can only cross out one, which would it 
be?” And to my shock and horror, one of them stood up and said, “I believe that 
Jesus is my lord, but I believe that I can say no to him.” At that point, I wanted to say 
to that person, “Then Jesus is not your lord!” Jesus is not your Lord if you want to 
go off and do your own thing. That is not how our relationship with Jesus works. 
Can you imagine you were invited to be in the presence of the Queen of England 
and she asked you to follow her? What would you say to her? Maybe some of us 
would say no, but I suspect many of us would do it joyfully. How much more Jesus 
who created the world? 

Let me lay this challenge down, how much are you endeavouring to follow Jesus? 
To listen to his words and to be obedient? Is he number one? Or do we put other 
things ahead of him? You cannot serve both Jesus and other things. Many of us 
want to do amazing things for Jesus, some of you here have been involved with 
lots of different ministries. But I wonder whether you are obedient to Jesus in the 
tiny things. In the tiny things that nobody else sees. How are you obedient to Jesus 
when no one important is watching? Like when you are around your family, your 
children? If I spoke to your children, what would they say about Jesus through your 
actions? I recently heard a story of a child speaking of why they didn’t want to be a 
christian because they don’t want to be like their parents. They said that their par-
ents were self righteous. Now, I’m not sure whether what they were saying is true 
about their parents but that’s really sad that children choose to walk away from the 
faith because of the example of their parents. I suspect that many people have 
chosen to turn away from Jesus because the word that people think of when they 
hear Christian is “hypocrite.” 

Healer 

But Jesus isn’t just our leader. He’s our healer.  
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And as he reclined at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners were reclin-
ing with Jesus and his disciples, for there were many who followed him.And the 
scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with sinners and tax col-
lectors, said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?”And 
when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physi-
cian, but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” (Mark 
2:15–17 ESV) 

Let me ask, why did Jesus come to this world? Does he come to this world to con-
demn it? Does Jesus come into this world to judge it? No that is far from the truth. 
We’re told here that he comes to heal. He doesn’t come to call the righteous but he 
comes to call sinners. He didn’t come to the Pharisees who thought that they were 
right with God. He came to those who were humble, who realised the sorry state of 
affairs they were in with God.  

Sometimes, when I hear some people talk about their own lives, they act as if they 
don’t really need God. Is this you? I hear pride, I hear arrogance when I talk to them 
because I hear their hearts. Their hearts show that they don’t really think that they 
are sinners, they don’t think that they actually need saving. They remind me of Luke 
18. They remind me of the Pharisee who is in the temple praying alongside the tax 
collector. And he prays, “God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, 
evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a 
tenth of all I get.” We don’t say it like this but we might say, “God, I thank you that I 
am here in this church, I attend on Sundays, I’m dressed nicely, I’m involved with so 
many ministries, etc. I’m not like those who sit at the cafes on Sunday mornings. I’m 
the one who is busy for your work, I give lots.” Meanwhile, the tax collector, realis-
ing how unworthy he is doesn’t look up to heaven, but says, “God, have mercy on 
me, a sinner.”  

Are you aware of your sin? Of your need to be saved? I’m pretty stubborn. But be-
fore coming to this church, at a previous church, one night I came down with acute 
asthma. And I refused to do the asthma attack protocol. Well I actually didn’t be-
lieve Rachel when she told me to do it even though she had done the first aid 
course. And Rachel was basically yelling at me to let her call the ambulance. It got 
to the point that I couldn’t breathe, and had to whisper defeat to Rachel and ask 
her to call the ambulance. Some of you may be familiar with John Newton. He was 
once the captain of slave ships lived during the 1700 and 1800s. He wrote Amaz-
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ing Grace that magnificent song. John Newton is credited to have said these 
words.  

“Although my memory's fading, I remember two things very clearly: I am a great sin-
ner and Christ is a great Savior.”  

Are you aware? If you don’t think you sin, then you’re a liar (1 John 1:7). If you don’t 
think you sin, then you’re more like the Pharisees than you realise. And if you don’t 
think you sin, then secretly, you don’t think you need Jesus. You don’t think that you 
need a relationship with Jesus and that is absolutely far from the truth.  

But there is such sweet news for those who realise the depths of their sin. Who 
come to the same realisation as the tax collector in the temple. Listen to the words 
of J.C. Ryle when he talks about this passage.  

(Jesus) came to give health and cure to the dying, to heal the broken hearted, and 
to offer strength to the weak. No sin-sick soul is too far gone for Him. It is His glory 
to heal and restore to life the most desperate cases. For unfailing skill, for unwearied 
tenderness, for long experience of man's spiritual ailments, the great Physician of 
souls stands alone. There is none like Him. 

I’ve had the same doctor for most of my life. I thought it was absolutely incredible 
that he would do home visits until I realised that my doctor used to live literally next 
door to us. But there’s something incredible I have experienced with having the 
same physician all these years. He knows me, he knows my ailments, he knows the 
difficulties and the struggles I have gone through over the years. And he’s been 
able to walk with me through thick and thin. That’s what it’s like with Jesus. It’s 
about growing deeper in our relationship with Jesus. Knowing him as our healer. 

Do you find yourself confronted with life? With death? With sickness? With broken 
heartedness? Jesus is that great physician of the soul who is able to heal. Who is 
able to give us hope even when we are so confronted with our sufferings. Jesus the 
one who is able to even resurrect dead people (e.g. John 11). Jesus who was able 
to conquer death through his own death and resurrection. He gives us hope where 
there is no hope in our sufferings. That’s the relationship that we have with him. It’s 
not about rituals. This is Jesus who gets down and dirty with us.  
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Bridegroom 

Jesus as our leader, our healer and finally, our bridegroom. 

Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. And people came and said to 
him, “Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disci-
ples do not fast?”And Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding guests fast while the 
bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they can-
not fast.The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then 
they will fast in that day.No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. If 
he does, the patch tears away from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear is 
made.And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wine will burst 
the skins—and the wine is destroyed, and so are the skins. But new wine is for fresh 
wineskins.” (Mark 2:18–22 ESV) 

The issue that the Pharisees here are having with Jesus is the fact that Jesus 
doesn’t do what they expect him to do. They expect him to fast, but his disciples 
don’t fast. But they’ve missed the point. The Pharisees haven’t understood the rea-
son of fasting. Do you see the reason? The reason is that fasting points to the 
bridegroom. Jesus’ disciples don’t fast because Jesus, the bridegroom, is with 
them. But they will fast when he leaves.  

We’ve talked about this in a sermon a year or two ago. But I want to make a differ-
ent point at this time, how much can we be busy doing ‘ministry’ and ‘God’s work’ 
and actually miss out on Jesus just like the Pharisees? They were fasting, but when 
Jesus is before them, they miss him completely. It’s like Mary and Martha (Luke 10). 
Martha is busy with the affairs of the house, whilst Mary is at Jesus’ feet. We can be 
so busy that we miss out on a relationship with Jesus.  

And how is your relationship with Jesus? Just like fasting disciples, do we yearn for 
Jesus? Have you ever tried to fast? If you’ve tried to fast, you know, all you can think 
about, especially when you fast that first meal, all you can think about is food! You 
start to crave it in ways that you never did when you were full. You think about all 
the foods that you want, all the foods that you don’t like. I wonder whether we 
crave our relationship with Jesus in the same way? More than anything else in the 
world. John Piper writes this about fasting. 
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Fasting is a physical exclamation point at the end of the sentences: “I need you! I 
want you! I long for you! You are my treasure! I want more of you! Oh, for the day 
when you would return! Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus!” 

Some of us for good and valid reasons can’t fast food. Health reasons, you need to 
take medication on a full stomach. But I wonder whether we can agree with John 
Piper when we talk about Jesus. Can we say, “I need you Jesus! I want you Jesus, I 
long for you. You are my treasure.”? Especially the fact that he is our bridegroom. 
The bridegroom to the church, who was willing to give up his life you and for me.  

So let me ask, how’s your relationship with Jesus? Our leader, healer and bride-
groom. I’m praying that we will grow deeper with him.  

Let’s pray. 


