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Ecclesiastes 11:1-6 

Date: Sunday, 22 November 2020  

Scripture: Ecclesiastes 11:1-6 

Sermon: Taking a Risk 

Preacher: Justin Ang 

Passage 

Eccl. 11:1    Cast your bread upon the waters, 

for you will find it after many days. 

2  Give a portion to seven, or even to eight, 

for you know not what disaster may happen on earth. 

3  If the clouds are full of rain, 

they empty themselves on the earth, 

 and if a tree falls to the south or to the north, 

in the place where the tree falls, there it will lie. 

4  He who observes the wind will not sow, 

and he who regards the clouds will not reap. 

Eccl. 11:5   As you do not know the way the spirit comes to the bones in the womb 
of a woman with child, so you do not know the work of God who makes everything. 



2

Eccl. 11:6   In the morning sow your seed, and at evening withhold not your hand, 
for you do not know which will prosper, this or that, or whether both alike will be 
good.  

Introduction 

There once was a man who entrusted his son in law with part of the family busi-
ness. He was generous with his time, his money and his resources. What was this 
man’s hope? To see his son in law grow in his love for God, to see him be generous 
with what he was given so freely and to see his daughter and grandchildren pro-
vided for and to be well led. Let me tell you hat life completely changed when the 
son in law left with all he had been given. Leaving this man to pick up the pieces 
for his daughter and grandchildren.  

We face uncertainty 

Life is uncertain isn’t it? It’s a theme that we’ve seen consistently in this book of Ec-
clesiastes. We face uncertainty in life. Solomon says that the only thing that is cer-
tain is that we will die. It’s pretty depressing if that’s all that he comes up with.  

But Solomon in chapters 9 and 10, says that in the midst of uncertainty, we can be 
wise in the way that we live. You might have noticed that Bev read out Ecclesiastes 
11:1-6 and it seems that we’ve skipped over Ecclesiastes 9 and 10. So let’s quickly 
look back. Solomon argues that when we face uncertainty, being wise is better than 
being a fool! I want to show you some examples. Continuing on from last week’s 
passage. 

I have also seen this example of wisdom under the sun, and it seemed great to 
me.There was a little city with few men in it, and a great king came against it and be-
sieged it, building great siegeworks against it.But there was found in it a poor, wise 
man, and he by his wisdom delivered the city. Yet no one remembered that poor 
man.But I say that wisdom is better than might, though the poor man’s wisdom 
is despised and his words are not heard. (Ecclesiastes 9:13–16 ESV) 
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Here is a wise man, who is forgotten for what he has done. But Solomon argues 
that in a world where there are no certainties, it is better to be wise, than to be a 
fool. Then again in Ecclesiastes 10. 

Dead flies make the perfumer’s ointment give off a stench; so a little folly outweighs 
wisdom and honor. (Ecclesiastes 10:1 ESV) 

Solomon argues that it is better to be wise than to be a fool.  

He who digs a pit will fall into it, and a serpent will bite him who breaks through a 
wall. (Ecclesiastes 10:8 ESV) 

What Solomon says is true! And again. 

The words of a wise man’s mouth win him favor, but the lips of a fool consume him. 
(Ecclesiastes 10:12 ESV) 

Isn’t what Solomon saying true? If we use our words properly, we can win favour. 
But a fool will say things that will come back to bite him. It’s a lesson for us. As 
Christians, we can live wisely. We should live wisely. The importance of doing the 
next best thing so to speak.  

But Solomon’s advice is tinged with the same issues as we’ve seen. The fact that we 
don’t know the future. Because throughout Ecclesiastes 10, Solomon reminds us 
that  

even when we do live life wisely, life may still be uncertain. Life may be unfair. 

There is an evil that I have seen under the sun, as it were an error proceeding from 
the ruler:folly is set in many high places, and the rich sit in a low place.I have seen 
slaves on horses, and princes walking on the ground like slaves. (Ecclesiastes 10:5–
7 ESV) 

I remember working at a company in the city some years ago. And there were peo-
ple in my team who were promoted who really didn’t deserve it. They were placed 
in high positions, when I know that they cheated and lied their way there. Solomon 
is confronting us with the uncertainty, the unfairness of life. Who of us know what 
the future will hold? Do you think that the future is guaranteed? It’s one of the rea-
sons why we might fear failure. Because our futures are not guaranteed. Being wise 
doesn’t guarantee that you will be blessed. In fact, have a look at Ecclesiastes 11:5 
that Bev read out to us. 
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As you do not know the way the spirit comes to the bones in the womb of a woman 
with child, so you do not know the work of God who makes everything. (Ecclesiastes 
11:5 ESV) 

Here’s a question I want to ask you. For some of us here, we are determined. We 
are focused. We’re planners, goal oriented. There’s nothing wrong with making 
plans. But how determined are you to achieve you goals to the point that you will 
not let others stand in your way? Do you boast about the ways that you will get pro-
moted, make more money, achieve goals? Do you believe that you know what 
God’s complete will for your life is? The book of James says this 

Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town 
and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”—yet you do not know what to-
morrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time 
and then vanishes.Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this 
or that.”As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil.So whoever 
knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. (James 4:13–17 ESV) 

This should encourage us. To live wisely even through life’s uncertainty. 

We can take a risk 

The second point is that we are to be generous. 

Let’s look at Ecclesiastes 11, that Bev read out to us earlier. 

Cast your bread upon the waters, for you will find it after many days. (Ecclesiastes 
11:1 ESV) 

Now, this passage might seem a little strange. At our bible study on Wednesday, 
we asked, why would you cast bread on the water? Why would you want to have 
soggy bread after many days? But it appears that the casting of bread on the wa-
ters is a maritime metaphor. And it’s an image of taking a risk with a business trans-
action. It’s the idea that bread is symbolic of trading. Trading food, commodities. 
And Solomon is suggesting that you take a risk. Despite the risk of loss you might 
incur, take a risk. Even in the light of future being uncertain, take a risk because 
there’s the potential for reward. The reward of making a profit so to speak.  
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And it’s a picture that is continued in verse 2, isn’t it? 

Give a portion to seven, or even to eight, for you know not what disaster may hap-
pen on earth. (Ecclesiastes 11:2 ESV) 

And again in verse 6. 

In the morning sow your seed, and at evening withhold not your hand, for you do 
not know which will prosper, this or that, or whether both alike will be good. (Eccle-
siastes 11:6 ESV) 

In the face of uncertainty, be generous. The number seven was known for perfec-
tion, completeness. One author makes the comment it’s like if we say, ‘to the nth 
degree.’ Give and be generous to the nth degree. Take a risk and be generous. 
And doesn’t Jesus say that?  

And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would 
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.For whoev-
er would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the 
gospel’s will save it.For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit 
his soul?” (Mark 8:34–36 ESV) 

Did you ever watch Seinfeld? It was this television show in the 80s and 90s about 
four friends, Jerry, Elaine, George and Kramer who lived in New York. It was often 
referred to as the show about nothing. But they would often get themselves into 
trouble because they would be looking out for number one and it would eventual-
ly bite them back. In the last episode, they’re put on trial because they’re caught 
watching a man getting robbed and they laugh at him. Supposedly they’re meant 
to help out their neighbour according to a Good Samaritan law. There’s a conversa-
tion that Jerry Seinfeld makes with his lawyer and the lawyer says, ““Why, that’s 
ridiculous!” he barks. “You don’t have to help anybody. That’s what this country is 
all about!” Our society is really all about what we can get out of other people.  

Following Jesus is the opposite of that. It’s not about how much you can get from 
other people. It’s about what you are able to give to others. Sounds risky doesn’t it? 
Can you think of all the ways we could lose out on life? 
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We have nothing to lose  

And this brings us to our last point. How can we be generous in the face of an un-
certain world? Why is it that we can take a risk with our lives even when we know 
that life is uncertain? It’s something that Solomon is confronted with, have a look 
with me. 

If the clouds are full of rain, they empty themselves on the earth, and if a tree falls to 
the south or to the north, in the place where the tree falls, there it will lie. He who 
observes the wind will not sow, and he who regards the clouds will not reap. (Eccle-
siastes 11:3–4 ESV) 

Solomon is saying that the uncertainty of the world can paralyse us. But we are to 
take a risk. Just as we’ve seen through this series, we have a greater and deeper 
perspective than Solomon because we live on this side of the cross of Jesus Christ. 
The quote I read out from Mark 8, I didn’t complete it, did you notice? I want to 
read the full quote out.  

And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would 
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.For whoev-
er would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the 
gospel’s will save it.For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit 
his soul?For what can a man give in return for his soul?For whoever is ashamed 
of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the 
Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the 
holy angels.” (Mark 8:34–38 ESV) 

Because Christ has secured our salvation, we have nothing to lose. Even if we were 
to lose our lives in this lifetime, you haven’t lost because we have salvation. You can 
lose everything in your life, your house, your job, your money, your reputation, and 
even your life. And you will still have Christ himself. We have nothing to lose.  

I’m reminded of Theodore Roosevelt’s quote, The Man in the Arena, he writes,  

It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stum-
bles, or where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs 
to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and 
blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short again and again, because 
there is no effort without error and shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do 
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the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends himself 
in a worthy cause; who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high achieve-
ment, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his 
place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor 
defeat. 

So let me ask, will you take a risk? Will you be generous? Because of Christ, noth-
ing will be able to separate you from him. The ultimate victory has been won. We 
have nothing to lose. So take that risk. Be generous. Be bold for Christ. 

Let’s pray. 


