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Passage 

Eccl. 6:10   Whatever has come to be has already been named, and it is known 
what man is, and that he is not able to dispute with one stronger than he. 11 The 
more words, the more vanity, and what is the advantage to man? 12 For who knows 
what is good for man while he lives the few days of his vain life, which he passes 
like a shadow? For who can tell man what will be after him under the sun? 

Eccl. 7:1    A good name is better than precious ointment, 

and the day of death than the day of birth. 

2  It is better to go to the house of mourning 

than to go to the house of feasting, 

 for this is the end of all mankind, 

and the living will lay it to heart. 

3  Sorrow is better than laughter, 

for by sadness of face the heart is made glad. 

4  The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, 

but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth. 
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5  It is better for a man to hear the rebuke of the wise 

than to hear the song of fools. 

6  For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, 

so is the laughter of the fools; 

this also is vanity. 

7  Surely oppression drives the wise into madness, 

and a bribe corrupts the heart. 

8  Better is the end of a thing than its beginning, 

and the patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit. 

9  Be not quick in your spirit to become angry, 

for anger lodges in the heart of fools. 

10  Say not, “Why were the former days better than these?” 

For it is not from wisdom that you ask this. 

11  Wisdom is good with an inheritance, 

an advantage to those who see the sun. 

12  For the protection of wisdom is like the protection of money, 

and the advantage of knowledge is that wisdom preserves the life of him who has 
it. 

13  Consider the work of God: 

who can make straight what he has made crooked? 

Eccl. 7:14   In the day of prosperity be joyful, and in the day of adversity consider: 
God has made the one as well as the other, so that man may not find out anything 
that will be after him. 
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Eccl. 7:15   In my vain life I have seen everything. There is a righteous man who per-
ishes in his righteousness, and there is a wicked man who prolongs his life in his 
evildoing. 16 Be not overly righteous, and do not make yourself too wise. Why 
should you destroy yourself? 17 Be not overly wicked, neither be a fool. Why 
should you die before your time? 18 It is good that you should take hold of this, 
and from that withhold not your hand, for the one who fears God shall come out 
from both of them. 

Eccl. 7:19   Wisdom gives strength to the wise man more than ten rulers who are in 
a city. 

Eccl. 7:20   Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never 
sins. 

Eccl. 7:21   Do not take to heart all the things that people say, lest you hear your 
servant cursing you. 22 Your heart knows that many times you yourself have cursed 
others. 

Eccl. 7:23   All this I have tested by wisdom. I said, “I will be wise,” but it was far 
from me. 24 That which has been is far off, and deep, very deep; who can find it 
out? 

Eccl. 7:25   I turned my heart to know and to search out and to seek wisdom and 
the scheme of things, and to know the wickedness of folly and the foolishness that 
is madness. 26 And I find something more bitter than death: the woman whose 
heart is snares and nets, and whose hands are fetters. He who pleases God es-
capes her, but the sinner is taken by her. 27 Behold, this is what I found, says the 
Preacher, while adding one thing to another to find the scheme of things— 28 
which my soul has sought repeatedly, but I have not found. One man among a 
thousand I found, but a woman among all these I have not found. 29 See, this 
alone I found, that God made man upright, but they have sought out many 
schemes.  
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Transcript 

Life’s Limitations 

A number of years ago, a school boy thought that he could fly and decided that he 
would try to jump off his balcony only for him to die. Apparently he was on drugs. 
Because he was on drugs, he didn’t accept his own limitations. But the message 
that we get from our world is that we are truly limitless. There are messages that 
advertising, the movies and television shows we watch tell us. And they’re mes-
sages like, “If only you work hard, then you will get ahead in life.” And “you just 
need to be passionate about your job, then you will do well.” Have you heard mes-
sages like that? It’s a message that life is only limited by how hard you are willing to 
work. Life is only limited by how passionate you really are. The sky’s the limit. Life is 
in your control. Do you believe that? If only you tried harder you would be success-
ful in life? Maybe you get that information from family and friends that you’ve 
talked to, or what you watch on television or listen to on the radio. As long as we 
believe that we can do something we can do it!  

Today, we’re going to see what Solomon says. And what he says about life is that 
we are not limitless. As he’s looked at the world around him, he understands that 
we need to live with the limitations of our life. Solomon in this passage is helping 
us to see what life is like, whether or not we follow God. He wants us to live with 
life’s limitations. And so I want to point out three things as we look at this passage.  

1. We will die… 
2. We are not in control… 
3. We need God 

We will die… (6:10-7:12) 

So let’s have a look at the first point, that our lives will end in death. Because that’s 
the main theme of what the first half of the passage we’re looking at today is about. 
Let’s have a look. 
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Whatever has come to be has already been named, and it is known what man is, 
and that he is not able to dispute with one stronger than he.The more words, the 
more vanity, and what is the advantage to man?For who knows what is good for 
man while he lives the few days of his vain life, which he passes like a shadow? For 
who can tell man what will be after him under the sun? (Ecclesiastes 6:10–12 ESV) 

Solomon observes the world, and he comes to the realisation that there is some-
one who is greater than humanity. Solomon is referring to God. God is stronger 
than humans, such that humans cannot argue with him. Humans are frail. Humans 
are like shadows, the human life is brief, the human life is so insubstantial that they 
aren’t able to tell what will happen in the future. Life will end in death and we will 
not know what will happen the next year, or a decade, or a century, or a millennium 
from now!  

Solomon realises that death is a certainty. That it will affect us all. It sounds like 
Solomon is sounding a little morbid. But actually Solomon helps us to understand 
that realising that we will die is a good thing. Solomon is wanting us to realise that 
death is a great teacher. Its a great teacher because it puts your life into perspec-
tive.  

I’ll give you an example. Playing sport. Most sports have a time limit. 80 minutes, 90 
minutes. And the aim is to score the most number of points, goals, by the end 
right? What would happen if you didn’t keep an eye on the clock? What if you 
didn’t realise that the time was about to run out? You could lose the game, right? 
Having an eye on the clock should change the way you play. Solomon is saying 
something similar, if we don’t keep an eye on death, then we are fools. I’ll show you 
because that’s what he argues. 

A good name is better than precious ointment, and the day of death than the day of 
birth. It is better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of feasting, 
for this is the end of all mankind, and the living will lay it to heart. (Ecclesiastes 7:1-2 
ESV) 

Solomon isn’t being morbid, he’s actually being realistic. Yes, it’s great that we hear 
of the birth of babies. There’s so much potential for babies, there’s great joy. But 
everyone will die. And what Solomon is saying is that the casket is a better preach-
er than the cradle. Death can tech us more than birth. The end of our lives, death 
should put our lives into perspective. You’ve probably heard of the saying, “No-
body on their death bed wished that they had worked more.” Why is that true? Be-
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cause death teaches us. It puts our lives into perspective. It makes us realise what 
truly is important. It teaches us that working more is not more important, but it’s 
definitely other things. To love our families, our friends, to forgive more. To live 
wisely, according to Solomon, one must acknowledge that we will all die. Solomon 
continues this theme of death.  

The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, but the heart of fools is in the 
house of mirth. (Ecclesiastes 7:4 ESV) 

The wise person is one who acknowledges death, whereas those who don’t ac-
knowledge death will put their heads in the sand. If you deny death, then what are 
you going to do? You’re going to be busy, you’re going to be hurried, you’re going 
to be living in denial.  

But if you acknowledge death, then you’re going to live well. If we acknowledge 
that we will die, it will shape the way that you live. If you know that you will one day 
be called by God, and be held accountable for your life, then it should shape the 
way that you live. Let me ask respectfully, if you knew that you were going to die 
one day,  

1. How would it affect the way that you loved your family? Maybe you will 
learn to be patient. 

2. What about the way that you loved your friends? Maybe it means you 
will listen to their rebuke. 

3. What about the way that you loved your enemies? Maybe it means you 
willlearn to not be quick in your anger. 

4. How does the fact that you will die one affect the way that you use your 
money? Maybe it means you will learn to be generous with your re-
sources.  

5. How does it affect the way that you work? Maybe you learn to serve 
God in your work.  

6. What about your goals and aspirations? Maybe you learn to submit 
your dreams and aspirations to God. 

We need to learn that our lives are limited in our deaths.  
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We are not in control (vv13-29) 

But the second thing that Solomon observes is that we are not in control. In other 
words, life can be random. Do you struggle with the randomness of life? Maybe 
you feel like you’ve done your best in loving someone else, and they snap back at 
you. Maybe you try your best to be honest at home, or school, or work, and you get 
blamed. Whereas someone else cheats and they get away with it.  

Solomon struggles with that too. He says this.  

In my vain life I have seen everything. There is a righteous man who perishes in his 
righteousness, and there is a wicked man who prolongs his life in his evildoing. (Ec-
clesiastes 7:15 ESV) 

We know what Solomon says is true. There are those who do good but still suffer. 
And we go, how is that fair?! How is it fair that a righteous man perishes, but a 
wicked one has a long life? That doesn’t make sense. Solomon struggles with that 
too! And his solution to the problem is to say, don’t be completely righteous, and 
don’t be completely wicked.  

Be not overly righteous, and do not make yourself too wise. Why should you destroy 
yourself?Be not overly wicked, neither be a fool. Why should you die before your 
time?It is good that you should take hold of this, and from that withhold not your 
hand, for the one who fears God shall come out from both of them. (Ecclesiastes 
7:16–18 ESV) 

It’s not a great solution that the teacher gives us. He’s essentially saying, “Hedge 
your bets,” and that’s not very helpful. But what he observes is that living wisely in 
this world has its limits. You can live wisely in the world, but it doesn’t guaran-
tee you’ll have a blessed life. You can do everything right, and yet you can still 
suffer. Do you know that to be true? Do you know it to be true that life is random, 
that it is often out of our control? Solomon himself struggles with how random life 
can get. He says this, 

All this I have tested by wisdom. I said, “I will be wise,” but it was far from me.That 
which has been is far off, and deep, very deep; who can find it out? (Ecclesiastes 
7:23–24 ESV) 

He tries to make sense of the world, and more often than not, it doesn’t make 
sense! Why do some good people suffer and some bad people become rich and 
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wealthy? Why is it that children are run over by drunk drivers, as they’re walking 
home from school, as they’re doing the right thing? How is it fair that one country 
can take over another just for their resources? Solomon is just confused as we are 
in that respect.  

This is Solomon’s struggle with wisdom. It can only take you so far. I do have to say, 
that I was shocked by his words in verse 28, where he finds one man out of a thou-
sand, and no women out of a thousand. But I’m not sure he’s speaking badly about 
women, because he does speak favourably about women. For example, in Ecclesi-
astes 9:9 talk about enjoying the wife of your youth! What it seems is that Solomon 
is finding that life is random and that wisdom has its limits.  

That’s his focus. Sometimes, when we despair at how life turns out, we find our-
selves hopeless because we have tried to do everything right. But Solomon is right, 
sometimes, we seek to live well, to live wisely, and we still end up suffering. Life is 
out of our control, life can seem very random, wisdom has its limits. 

We need God 

But this brings us to our third point, we need God. When we’re confronted with 
death, when we’re confronted with the fact that our lives are out of our control, it 
makes us realise that we are fairly limited. We need hope, don’t we? We need hope 
to get us through the day. What are we to do when our lives are out of our control? 

Here Solomon does provide us with some hope. He shows us a glimmer, he makes 
an important acknowledgement here. He says it in Ecclesiastes 7:13-14. 

Consider the work of God: who can make straight what he has made crooked? In 
the day of prosperity be joyful, and in the day of adversity consider: God has made 
the one as well as the other, so that man may not find out anything that will be after 
him. (Ecclesiastes 7:13–14 ESV) 

Going through Ecclesiastes, Solomon is helping us see what life is like without 
God. Is there meaning in our lives if there is no God? Does life really matter if 
there’s no God? And as we’ve seen, Solomon finds that life is futile if we don’t trust 
in God, if we don’t acknowledge that there is God in the picture. If you try to chase 
for meaning in money, meaning in possessions, meaning in wisdom, meaning in 
pleasure, you’re not going to find lasting meaning. Solomon, as we’ve heard, has 
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been using the word ‘hebel’ and it means mist, a vapour. It’s like the smoke that 
might arise from a fire. You can see the smoke, but can you touch it? No. It’s elusive. 
Life without God is elusive. It’s here one moment, and it’s gone the next. You can’t 
grasp at smoke. If you have all the money in the world, but you don’t have a rela-
tionship with God, then it is like a mist. Solomon has tried to find significance in the 
world without God. 

And so Solomon argues that we need to acknowledge God. We need to acknowl-
edge that we are not in control, but, rather God is in control. He calls his readers to 
look at what God is doing in the world. Solomon is wanting us to see that human 
beings are powerless against God. In fact, he’s calling us as the readers to under-
stand that the good days are from God but the bad days are also from God. We are 
to acknowledge that we cannot predict the future. We don’t know what’s going to 
happen tomorrow. 

The encouragement to us when we’re faced with our own death, when we realise 
that life is out of our control, we are to remember that God is in control. And more 
importantly, he is for you and me. We need to remember that God is in control but 
he is using all things for your good and his glory. I’m reminded of the story of 
Joseph in Genesis. He’s sold into slavery by his brothers, and he suffers for a very 
long time. He hasn’t done anything wrong, he seeks to be righteous even in the 
face of temptation (Potiphar’s wife). And yet, he still suffers. Talk about life being 
out of his control! But he says something encouraging towards the end of Genesis. 
He’s confronted by his brothers, after their father has died. His brothers think that 
because their father has died, Joseph will exact revenge on them. But he says this 
to his brothers, “You meant it for evil, but God meant it for good.”  

What do we do when our lives are out of control? When we’re faced with our own 
limits, when we’re faced with our own deaths? We are to remember the one who 
went through the ultimate death, and suffering and remember that through Jesus’ 
death, God meant it for our ultimate good. We are to remember that no darkness 
and suffering compares to what Christ went through for your sake and mine. And if 
God was so powerful to turn Christ’s innocent death into our salvation, we can re-
member that no matter what we go through, God will use it for our good. That 
nothing will separate us from his love.  

Let’s pray.


